Twenty-five years of renal trauma at a teaching hospital.
In a study of 535 patients with renal trauma admitted to the Medical College of Virginia Hospitals from 1962 to 1988, the authors found indications of a decrease in the rate of total nephrectomy in patients with blunt trauma, due in part to advances in diagnostic technology. In the cases of gunshot wounds, however, a persistently high rate of nephrectomy prevailed, reflecting, the authors believe, the proliferation of increasingly lethal weaponry.